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Amendments to the Claims 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (currently amended) In a computing device, a method for determining a starting 
point for an application when a new user session is started, comprising the acts of: 

(a) determining an amount of time since a last interaction with the application; 

adjusting an interval of time associated with a current user session for the 
application in proportion to the frequency of interaction with the application: 

(b) comparing sr the interval of time to the determined amount of tim e, - the interval 
of timo-being associated with a current user s e ssion for th e application ; and 

(e) when the determined amount of time is greater than the interval of time associated 
with the current user session for the application, ending the current user session and starting the 
new user session for the application at the starting point when the application is selected. 

2. (original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein each application running on the 
computing device is associated with a separate current user session and a separate interval of 
time. 

3. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the interval of time represents a 
maximum period of inactivity for the selected application. 

4. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the interval of time is editable for 
each application. 

5- (original) The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 

(a) when a switch for the computing device is transitioned to an on state, determining 

an amount of time between a last transition of the switch to an off state and a current transition of 

the switch to the on state; 

2 of 12 



PAGE 5/15 * RCVD AT 12/16/2003 8:23:14 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRM/0 * DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:206 342 6201 1 DURATION (mm-ss):05-10 



12-16-03 



18:15 



F ROM-MERCHANT & GOULD P.C. 



Appl.No. 09/608,705 

Amdi dated 10/9/03 

Reply to Final Office Action of 7/29/03 



206-342-6201 



T-790 P. 006/015 F- 



(b) comparing another interval of time to the determined amount of time, the other 
interval of time being associated with a current user session for the switch; and 

(c) when the determined amount of time is greater than the other interval of time 
associated with the current user session for the switch, ending the current user session for the 
application and starting a new user session for the switch, whereby a selection of the application 
will cause a selected view to be displayed on the computing device and (he new user session to 
be started for the selected application. 

6. (original) The method of Claim l f further comprising: 

(a) when a switch for the computing device is transitioned to an on state, determining 
an amount of time between a last automatic transition of the computing device to an off state and 
a current transition of the switch to the on state; 

(b) comparing another interval of time to the determined amount of time, the other 
interval of time being associated with a current user session for the switch; and 

(c) when the determined amount of time is greater than the other interval of time 
associated with the current user session for the switch, ending the current user session for the 
application and starting a new user session for the switch, whereby a selection of the application 
will cause a selected view to be displayed on the computing device and the new user session to 
be started for the selected application. 

7. (original) The method of Claim 5, wherein a length of the other interval of 
time is automatically adjusted in proportion to a frequency of operation of the switch, including: 

(a) increasing the length of the other interval of time when the frequency of the 
operation of the switch is greater than a defined value; and 

(b) decreasing the length of the other interval of time when the frequency of the 
operation of the switch is less than the defined value. 
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8. (currently amended) In a small computing device, a method for displaying a 
selected view when a new user session is started for one of a plurality of applications on the 
small computing device, comprising the acts of: 

(a) determining an amount of time since a last selection of the application; 

-(b) comparing the determined amount of time for the application to an interval of 
time that is associated with a current user session for the application; 

(e) when the determined amount of time for the application is greater than the 
interval of time, ending the current user session for the selected application and starting a new 
user session for the application when the application is selected, wherein the selected view of the 
selected application is displayed in the new user session; 

associating each application with a separate priority value: 

employing each separate priority value to determine when to stop running each 
^plication on the small computing device during a period of inactivity: and 

employing a frequency of interaction with a particular application to dynamically 
change the priority value associated with the particular application. 

(d) when a switch for tho smalkximputing dovioo is - transitionod to an oa -s tatc, - 

d e termining anoth e r amount of tim e- roprosonting a difference botwoon a last transitioa -e£fee 
switch to an off stat e and a current - tomition of the switch to the on stato; 

(e) comparing another - intorval of time to tho other amount of timo, tho other int e rval 

of tim e b e ing associat e d with a ourren(r U ^ r- s e E» i^ >for4h e ^ w itohi and 

(f) whan tho other amount of time is gr e ater than tho othor interval of time associat e d 

with th e cmrent us e r c e ssion for the switch, ending e ach curr e nt user s e ssion for each application 
and starting a now uoor oo s s i oft - for th e- switch^wh e r e iiv ^ ach - fi e l e ction of any on e of th e plurality 
of applications will caus e th e s e l e ct e d vi e w to be displayed on tho small computing devic e and 
anothor-now user cosflion to bo startod - for th e s e l e ct e d application. 
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9. (original) The method of Claim 8, further comprising: 

(a) generating a time stamp for each interaction with each application, each time 
stamp being employed to determine the amount of time since the last interaction; and 

(b) generating another time stamp for each transition of the switch between the on 
state and the off state, each other time stamp being employed to determine the amount of time 
since the last operation of the switch. 

10. (cancelled) 

11. (cancelled) 

12. (currently amended) The method of Claim 8 iQ, further comprising: 

(a) increasing the priority value associated with the particular application when a 
high frequency of interaction occurs; and 

(b) decreasing the priority value associated with the particular application when a low 
frequency of interaction occurs. 

13. (original) The method of Claim 8 7 wherein each application is associated 
with a separate selected view. 

14. (original) The method of Claim 13 , wherein the selected view is editable for 
each application. 

1 5. (original) The method of Claim 8, wherein the switch is a power switch for 
the small computing device. 

16. (original) The method of Claim 8, wherein the switch is a function switch for 
the small computing device. 
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17. (cancelled) 
13. (cancelled) 

19. (currently amended) A system for communicating between a client process and 
a server process in a computing device, comprising: 

(a) the client process performing actions, including: 

(i) determining an amount of time since a last selection of the application; 

and 

(ii) when a switch for the computing device is transitioned to an on state, 
determining another amount of time representing a difference between a last transition of 
the switch to an off state and the current transition of the switch to the on state; and 

(b) the server process performing actions, including 

(i) adjusting an interval of time associated with a current user session for the 
application in proportion to the frequency of interaction with the application; 

(ii) comparing the determined amount of time for the application to a& the 
interval of time that -ts^ a s sooiatod with a current user session for tho application ; 

{h) (iii) when the determined amount of time for the application is greater 

than the interval of time associated with the current session for the application, ending the 
current user session and starting a new user session for the application when the application is 
selected, wherein the server process causes a selected view of the selected application to be 
displayed in the new user session for the selected application; 

Civ) adjusting another interval of time associated with a current user session for 
the switch in proportion to the frequency of operation of the switch: 

(itt) (v) comparing the other another interval of time to the other amount of 

time , tho othcr - inteFval - of - timo being associated with a ourront ucor sossioo - for - th e - switch; and 

(iv) (yi) when the other amount of time is greater than the other 

interval of time associated with the current user session fox the switch, ending each current user 
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session for each application and starting a new user session for the switch, wherein the server 
process will cause the selected view to be displayed on the computing device and a separate new 
user session to be started for a selection of any one of a plurality applications on the computing 
device. 

20. (original) The system of Claim 19, wherein the switch controls the power for 
the computing device. 

21 . (original) The system of Claim 19, wherein the switch is a function switch 
for the computing device. 

22. (currently amended) The system of Claim 19, wherein the client process 
generates a time stamp for each interaction with each application and each transition of the 
switch. 

23 . (original) A system for a client-server environment in a computing device, 
the client performing actions, comprising: 

(a) determining an amount of time since a last selection of an application running on 
the computing device; 

(b) when a switch for the computing device is transitioned to an on state, determining 
another amount of time representing a difference between a last transition of the switch to an off 
state and the current transition of the switch to the on state; and 

(c) enabling the server to perform actions, including; 

(i) adjusting an interval of time associated with a current user session for the 
a pplication in proportion to the frequency of interaction with the application; 

(ii) comparing the determined amount of time for the application to the an 
interval of time that is apcooiatod with a current user session for th e application ; 
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fiii> when the determined amount of time for the application is greater 
than the interval of time associated with the current session for the application, ending the 
current user session and starting a new user session for the application when the 
application is selected, wherein the server causes a selected view of the selected 
application to be displayed in the new user session for the selected application; 

(jv) adjusting another interval of time associated with a current user session for 
the switch in proportion to the frequency of operation of the switch: 

{Si) (v)_ comparing anoth e r the other interval of time to the other amount of 
time; the oth e r intorval of time b e ing associat e d with a current user session for tho switch ; 
and 

(iv) when the other amount of time is greater than the other interval of time 
associated with the current user session for the switch, ending each current user session 
for each application and starting a new user session for the switch, wherein the server 
causes the selected view to be displayed on the computing device and a separate new user 
session to be started for a selection of any one of a plurality applications on the 
computing device, 

24. (new) The method of Claim 1 , wherein adjusting the interval of time comprises: 
increasing the length of the interval of time when the frequency of interaction 

with the application is greater than a defined value; and 

decreasing the length of the interval of time when the frequency of interaction 
with the application is less than the defined value. 

25. (new) The system of Claim 19, wherein adjusting the interval of time comprises: 
increasing the length of the interval of time when the frequency of interaction 

with the application is greater than a defined value; and 

decreasing the length of the interval of time when the frequency of interaction 
with the application is less than the defined value. 
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26. (new) The system of Claim 19, wherein adjusting the other interval of time 
comprises: 

increasing the length of the interval of time when the frequency of operation of 
the switch is greater than a defined value; and 

decreasing the length of the interval of time when the frequency of operation of 
the switch is less than the defined value. 

27. (new) The system of Claim 23, wherein adjusting the interval of time comprises: 
increasing the length of the interval of time when the frequency of interaction 

with the application is greater than a defined value; and 

decreasing the length of the interval of time when the frequency of interaction 
with the application is less than the defined value. 

28. (new) The system of Claim 23, wherein adjusting the other interval of time 
comprises: 

increasing the length of the interval of time when the frequency of operation of 
the switch is greater than a defined value; and 

decreasing the length of the interval of time when the frequency of operation of 
the switch is less than the defined value. 
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